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PRESS RELEASE 

27 January 2020 

 

 

CSPPA is the worldwide collective of professional CS:GO players and we want to be clear and 

transparent about our role and involvement in negotiations regarding players' participation in 

leagues/tournaments: 

 

1. CSPPA exists solely to improve and protect the interests of all professional CS:GO players 

which are members of the CSPPA. Our membership includes players from all tiers and regions 

of the competitive ecosystem.  

 

2. A key priority of the CSPPA is to improve the working conditions of players in connection with 

leagues/tournaments. This is because the life of a professional CS:GO player revolves around 

participation in leagues/tournaments.   

 

3. In order to improve working conditions of players in connection with participation in 

leagues/tournaments, CSPPA pursues collective agreements with those TOs who consider the 

pro players an equal negotiation partner and who are willing to negotiate real rights and 

influence for players with respect to its leagues/tournaments. We refer to our public 

statement in this respect of 29 August 2019.  

 

4. When engaged in such negotiations, CSPPA will do everything in its power - now and in the 

future - to push for such leagues/tournaments to be as open and inclusive as possible to 

allow for CSPPA members from all tiers and regions to participate.  

 

5. However, there are business decisions and commercial aspects of such leagues/tournaments 

which the CSPPA cannot dictate. This includes the number of participants in a TO's 

league/tournaments, the composition of teams, the way in which the TO enters teams into its 

league and the way in which the TO handles communication in this respect. These dynamics 

reflect the state of the current competitive CS:GO ecosystem and that league/tournament 

negotiations are complex and commercial collaborations between three autonomous parties - 

the TO, the teams and the players as represented by the CSPPA.  

 

6. We are disappointed with the way ESL has handled their communication of the EPL changes. 

We have been working hard to keep the leagues and tournaments as open as possible, and 

have been and will continue to do our utmost to ensure that the affected players will have 

the best possible opportunities to qualify for EPL and other leagues. 

 

7. The CSPPA players ask the community to trust that we do - and will continue to - work 

tirelessly to improve the working conditions of professional players within the commercial 

realities of the current CS:GO ecosystem in a fair and balanced manner which will elevate 

professional CS:GO for all stakeholders involved, including fans. 

 

#notwithoutheplayers  

  
 
 
 
 
 
 


