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"The Player Break Shouldn’t be the Only Break Players Get" 
 
CSPPA introduces a new global ranking system for CS:GO: The CSPPA World Ranking 
 
- Press release, Copenhagen, August 13, 2020 
 
On 13 August 2020, CSPPA launches a new ranking system for professional CS:GO based on input from more than 30 player representatives and 
consultations with key stakeholders in the CS:GO ecosystem. The key motivations of the professional CS:GO players and the CSPPA for introducing 
a new ranking system for CS:GO are:  
 
1. Promoting a more sustainable work-life for players. Current ranking system incentivizes professional CS:GO players to play as many 

matches and tournaments as possible and often fail to afford players and teams reasonable protections in case players are unable to attend 
matches or tournaments due to health and burnout issues and the similar. It is a key priority for the CSPPA to fight for a more sustainable work-
life balance for professional CS:GO players. In the first edition of the CSPPA World Ranking this has, amongst others, been addressed by: 
 
a) introducing a 'protected ranking' for players meaning that players are not penalized for purposes of the CSPPA World Ranking, if they are 

unable to attend matches or tournaments due to illness, mental health issues and/or injury or similar; 
 

b) including a limited scope of tournaments and excluding entirely any tournaments from the CSPPA World Ranking which conflict with a 
player break;  
 

c) not including individual matches in the CSPPA World Ranking system; and 
 

d) determining the CSPPA World Ranking on the basis of tournaments played over a longer ranking period (i.e. 9 calendar months). 
 

“I think that rankings need to consider our mental health and that a protected ranking is a really good change to the scene. It’s important to 
protect the teams and not put extra pressure on the person who is injured or having mental health problems.” - Markus 'Kjaerbye' Kjærbye 

 
2. Increase ranking transparency & simplicity. Most existing ranking systems in CS:GO do not lay out clear and transparent rules for how they 

are determined to the CS:GO community. The CSPPA World Ranking is governed by a Ranking Rulebook which is available for anyone to read 
on the CSPPA website. Changes to the Rulebook will be considered and managed by a ranking committee of CSPPA players (see further 
below) and made public on an ongoing basis. The fundamental idea is to make sure that stakeholders understand the details of the ranking 
system. 
 

"It is really important that we have a lot of transparency, both for the players, for the teams, for the community itself to be able to understand 
how the ranking works." - Lukas ‘gla1ve’ Rossander 
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3. Establish a more inclusive and dynamic ranking system. There is no such thing as a perfect ranking system for a global and ever evolving 

esports ecosystem such as CS:GO. CSPPA understands that adjustments to the CSPPA World Ranking are necessary on an on-going basis. In 
preparing the CSPPA World Ranking, CSPPA has invited stakeholders from all corners of the CS:GO ecosystem to provide input. CSPPA 
welcomes any constructive input to the CSPPA Ranking from the community which can be directed to ranking@csppa.gg.   

 
Why a ranking system matters for professional CS:GO players 
Almost any aspect of a professional CS:GO players career is influenced by ranking systems. CSPPA estimates that the salary of more than 75 % of 
all professional CS:GO players directly or indirectly vary depending on their team’s placement in rankings. Further, many professional CS:GO 
players rely on rankings for purposes getting invitations to events and tournaments and exposure to fans and partners. 
 

"Rankings are important for players because it affects basically every single part of every player's career, whether it be from getting invites to 
tournaments or what the community perceives of the teams, and even parts of your contract deal with it" - Jonathan ‘EliGE’ Jablonowski 
 

On-going development via the CSPPA Ranking Player Committee  
As a part of launching the CSPPA World Ranking, the CSPPA has set up a CSPPA Ranking Player Committee consisting only of professional 
CS:GO players. The CSPPA Ranking Player Committee will be responsible for considering and recommending changes to the ranking system 
based on input from players and other stakeholders in professional CS:GO. For purposes of collecting feedback, CSPPA invites all stakeholders to 
reach out to the CSPPA with constructive feedback to the CSPPA World Ranking via ranking@csppa.gg. 
 

"I think the CSPPA World Ranking is really good because of the fact that we can actually change it whenever players and the community 
think it needs to change" - Epitacio ’TACO’ de Melo 

 
Who was consulted during the development of the CSPPA World Ranking? 
The CSPPA has developed the CSPPA World Ranking and the CSPPA Ranking Rulebook after consulting with the CSPPA membership and other 
stakeholders in the CS:GO ecosystem. Prior to the publication of the ranking rulebook and the first edition of the CSPPA World Ranking, CSPPA has 
reached out to and requested input from the teams, tournament organizers and other stakeholders. 
 
In developing the CSPPA World Ranking system, the professional CS:GO players and CSPPA considered several different ranking models, 
including the ELO ranking methodology developed for chess. The CSPPA Ranking Player Committee will continue to consider how alternative 
ranking models may contribute to the CSPPA World Ranking in the future. 
 
Independence 
To ensure that the CSPPA World Ranking remains independent from the commercial interests of Teams, Tournament Organizers and other 
stakeholders in the CS:GO community, no such third party has discretion (including, for the avoidance of doubt, any third party having been 
consulted) with respect to the ranking methodology of the CSPPA World Ranking or the rules of the CSPPA World Ranking Rulebook. 
 
Further materials on the CSPPA World Ranking 
See more: csppa.gg/ranking  
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